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flintlocks of 1800 are often met with, and a few of
the more powerful chiefs used to  own jingals and
swivel guns ;   but these are a rarity nowadays.    They
make their own coarse powder and use iron bullets
and slugs.    The dahs used by all Kachins and Hkamti
Shans north of the Confluence are made by the small
Tareng  tribe,   who  are  distinct  from  the  Kachins,
whose  habitat  is  north of Hkamti Long, and who
are called by  Mr. Errol Gray " the blacksmiths of
the Khakus "  (North Kachins).    The metal is very
durable, and the dahs are made in four varieties, of
which the so-called " streaked " variety is used only
by the upper classes.    The Kachin dah, their national
weapon,  is  about  eighteen  inches long,  and  differs
from that of the  Shans or Burmans in its curious
wooden half sheath in which lies the  weapon,  one
and a half inches wide at the hilt, increasing to two
and a half inches at the truncated tip.    The back
is slightly curved, and the whole weapon wonderfully
well balanced.    It  is used  only for cutting, unlike
the Shan weapon which is sharp-pointed for thrusting.
Up to the arrival of the British on the scene, the
Kachins were inveterate slave traders, which national
custom was kept up by constant raids.    Their ideas
of war, like those of the Shans and other tribes, are
chiefly those of sudden raids, and with few exceptions
during our troubles with them after the annexation
of upper Burma, they have acted on the defensive,
planning their stockades and earthworks with rapidity
and skill.    The ground in front and flanks of these
they stud with " panjis "  (bamboo spikes  hardened
in fire) varying from a few inches to four feet long.
Being hidden in long grass these are difficult to see,